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The Children Act 1989
has been amended 20 times...
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Cases that led to a
change in the law...
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Eight year old Victoria Climbié
was murdered by her guardians

in London. Prior to her death
Victoria had been repeatedly

seen by a number of agencies,
including the police, social
services and the NHS.

The deaths of ten year old Holly
Wells and Jessica Chapman led

to strengthening of legislation to
protect children from adults who
pose a risk to them. Following
the tragedy, Sir Michael Bichard’s
Bichard report made a number

of recommendations including
the introduction of a registration
scheme for individuals wishing to
work with children or vulnerable
people. The procedures of the
Criminal Records Bureau (CRB)
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Barnardo’s supports
the launch of Sure Start
Children’s Centres
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Death of

Victoria
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The Government
publishes the Every
o Child Matters

Green Paper
alongside its formal
response to Lord

Laming’s inquiry

into the death of

Victoria Climbié.
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Murder of Holly
Wells and Jessica
Chapman by
the caretaker
at their local
secondary school
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Professor
Al Aynsley-

Green appointed

as England’s
first Children’s
Commissioner
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Following the death of Victoria Climbié, the
Children Act 2004 amends the 1989 Act

and establishes a Children’s Commissioner

in England and creates Local Safeguarding
Children’s Boards (LSCBs) in England and Wales.

Bill to ban the smacking of children fails -
instead the Government passes an amendment
allowing parents to inflict “reasonable
chastisement” as long as it does not leave
visible marks on the child.
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Death of
“Baby P” Following the
death of one year
2007 old Peter Connelly,
® Lord Laming’s ‘The

protection of children
in England: a progress
report’ makes 58
recommendations

for child protection
reforms.
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‘Child Prostitution’ removed

from legislation. Barnardo’s q
succesfully campaigned to

redefine ‘child prostitution’ as

‘child sexual exploitation’. I

Barnardo’s Carebnb campaign

results in the Government changing
9t guidance on the use of unsuitable

B&B accommodation for care leavers.
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Barnardo’s and the 2015 -
Department for Education
launch the Charter for
Care Leavers
£ 2012
4
D : Children with
S : special educational
Local authority : rfeed's .al.ld /\'
spending on earl, disabilities
P g y (SEND) entitled to

intervention services
for children and
young people falls
from £3.7 billion to
£1.9 billion.

By 2024/25, local
authorities will
face a £3.1 bhillion
funding gap.

Between
¢ 2010 - 2017

education, health
and care plans
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Care leavers have :
the right to ‘Stay
Put’ with foster
families until they
are 21 following
campaigning
by Barnardo’s
and others

2013
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All care
leavers
entitled to
a personal
adviser up
to age 25

Children and Social Work Act
introduced. The Act requires the
Secretary of State for Education to
introduce ‘relationships education’
for all primary-aged pupils and
‘relationships and sex education’
for all secondary-aged pupils.
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