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A ck no w led gem ent s  A ck no w led gem ent s  A ck no w led gem ent s  A ck no w led gem ent s      

    
W e w o u ld  lik e t o  t h ank  all o f t h e ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple w h o  

co m plet ed  t h e po ll and  s h ared  t h eir o pinio ns  w it h  u s . W e are grat efu l t o  

Barnard o ’s  Cy m ru  co lleagu es  in ch ild ren’s  s erv ice and  part ner 

o rganis at io ns  fro m  t h e s t at u t o ry , v o lu nt ary  and  priv at e s ect o rs  w h o  

s h ared  t h e po ll w it h  t h eir s erv ices  u s ers  - w it h o u t  t h is  cro s s  

o rganis at io nal s u ppo rt  w e w o u ld  no t  h av e reach ed  s u ch  a v aried  au d ience 

in all regio ns  o f W ales . L as t ly  t h ank s  t o  E laine S pey er, w it h in Barnard o ’s  

Cy m ru  Po licy  and  R es earch  U nit , fo r u nd ert ak ing t h e t ech no lo gical 

d es ign and  co m pilat io n o f field w o rk  fo r t h is  po ll. 

    

Back gro u nd  res earch  co nt ex t  o f tBack gro u nd  res earch  co nt ex t  o f tBack gro u nd  res earch  co nt ex t  o f tBack gro u nd  res earch  co nt ex t  o f t h e po l lh e po l lh e po l lh e po l l     

    
A  s u rv ey  m o nk ey  po ll, alo ng w it h  print ab le PD F v ers io ns , w ere s ent  t o  

priv at e, s t at u t o ry  and  t h ird  s ect o r o rganis at io ns  w o rk ing w it h  ch ild ren 

and  y o u ng peo ple acro s s  W ales . R es po ns es  cam e fro m  a w id e v ariet y  o f 

o rganis at io ns  inclu d ing ch arit ies , s u ppo rt  gro u ps , s ch o o ls , s t at u t o ry  

y o u t h  s erv ices  and  ano ny m o u s  ind iv id u als .   

 

T h e po ll co ns is t ed  o f t h ree, s t raigh t fo rw ard  langu age, y es /  no  q u es t io ns  

regard ing w h et h er t h e res po nd ent  h ad  w it nes s ed  b u lly ing o n gro u nd s  o f 

race o r cu lt u re, s ex u al o rient at io n o r d is ab ilit y . T h e po ll t h en inv it ed  

res po nd ent s  t o  m ak e fu rt h er co m m ent s  o r giv e id eas  ab o u t  w h at  t h e 

W els h  Go v ernm ent  s h o u ld  b e d o ing t o  prev ent  b u lly ing. 46%  o f 

res po nd ent s  ch o s e t o  giv e fu rt h er co m m ent s  aft er ans w ering t h e t ick  b o x  

q u es t io ns .  

�

D em o gD em o gD em o gD em o graph ics  o f t h e res po nd ent s  raph ics  o f t h e res po nd ent s  raph ics  o f t h e res po nd ent s  raph ics  o f t h e res po nd ent s      

�
644 ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple co m plet ed  o u r po ll and  w e receiv ed  

ano t h er 1 1  res po ns es  fro m  parent s . T h is  repo rt  o nly  d et ails  ch ild ren and  

y o u ng peo ple’s  res po ns es . 

O ne fift h  o f res po ns es  w ere co m plet ed  in W els h  and  w h ils t  w e d o  no t  h av e 

d at a t o  u nd ert ak e a fu ll regio n co m paris o n, res po ns es  cam e fro m  all 

regio ns  o f W ales .  

 

A lm o s t  t h ree q u art ers  (74% )  o f res po ns es  w ere fro m  y o u ng peo ple aged  

b et w een 1 1  and  1 6 w it h  t h e fu ll age range b eing 6 t o  23 y ears  o ld . T h ere 

w ere no  d is cernab le d ifferences  in replies  b as ed  u po n age, ex cept  t h at  

ch ild ren u nd er 1 2 y ears  o ld  w ere m o re lik ely  t o  ans w er ‘I  d o n’t  k no w ’ t o  

s eeing h o m o ph o b ic b u lly ing t h an o ld er ch ild ren. 
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�

R epo rt ed  prev alence o f R epo rt ed  prev alence o f R epo rt ed  prev alence o f R epo rt ed  prev alence o f id ent it y  relat ed  id ent it y  relat ed  id ent it y  relat ed  id ent it y  relat ed  b u l l y ing b u l l y ing b u l l y ing b u l l y ing     

    
O v er h alf o f ch ild ren w h o  res po nd ed  repo rt ed  s eeing b u lly ing o n gro u nd s  

o f id ent it ies  pro t ect ed  w it h in t h e S ingle E q u alit ies  A ct  20 1 0 . 58%  o f 

res po nd ent s  h ad  w it nes s ed  b u lly ing d u e t o  d is ab ilit y , 58%  h ad  w it nes s ed  

b u lly ing d u e t o  h o m o ph o b ia and  51 %  h ad  w it nes s ed  b u lly ing d u e t o  race o r 

cu lt u ral h erit age. Ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple repo rt ed  w it nes s ing 

b u lly ing in b o t h  s ch o o l and  co m m u nit y  s et t ings .   

 

W e receiv ed  pers o nal ex am ples  and  s t o ries  o f h o w  ch ild ren and  y o u ng 

peo ple w it h  t h es e 3 pro t ect ed  s t at u s ’ are b u llied . T h ere w ere s ignificant  

v ariat io ns  b et w een lo cal au t h o rit y  areas  regard ing t h e lev el o f b u lly ing 

faced  b y  ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple w it h  t h e d ifferent  id ent it ies . T h e 

q u o t es  b elo w  d et ail t h e v ary ing fo rm s  t h at  b u lly ing can t ak e- fro m  v erb al 

ab u s e m as k ed  as  jo k es  o r co m m ent s  t o  ph y s ical ab u s e: 

�

 

‘P e o p le  i n  m y  a r e a  g e t  b u llie d  f o r  h a v i n g  a  d i s a b i li t y .’ 

 

‘T h e r e  is  a  lo t  o f  g a y  c o m m e n t s  a n d  r a c i s t  c o m m e n t s .’  

 

‘T h e r e  is  lo t s  o f  g a y  jo k e s . N o t  s o  m u c h  r a c i s t  b u t  ju s t  g a y  jo k e s .’ 

 

‘I t  r e a lly  n e e d s  t o  b e  s o r t e d  o u t  b e c a u s e  I  h e a r  a  lo t  o f  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  

la n g u a g e  t o w a r d s  p e o p le  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l r e q u ir e m e n t s  a n d  i t  r e a lly  

u p s e t s  m e  t o  h e a r  t h e m  s a y i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s .’ 

 

‘A  p e r s o n  i n  m y  s c h o o l i s  g e t t i n g  b u lli e d  b y  p e o p le  i n  h i s  P .E . c la s s  a n d  h e  

i s  g e t t i n g  s h o e s  t h r o w n  a t  h i m , ju s t  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  b i s e x u a l.’  

 

‘I  k n o w  s o m e o n e  i n  m y  s c h o o l y e a r  w h o  g e t s  b u llie d  b y  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  f o r  

h i s  s e x u a li t y .’  

 

‘I  s e e n  s o m e b o d y  m a k e  r a c i s t  r e m a r k s .’ 

 

‘I t 's  n o t  q u i t e  b u lly i n g , m o r e  lik e  g e n e r a lly  i g n o r i n g  o r  b e i n g  r u d e  t o  

p e o p le  w h o 's  o r ig i n s  t h e y  d o n 't  a g r e e  w i t h .’ 
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�

Ch il d ren cal l  o n t h e W el s h  Go v ernm ent  t o  t ak e a Ch il d ren cal l  o n t h e W el s h  Go v ernm ent  t o  t ak e a Ch il d ren cal l  o n t h e W el s h  Go v ernm ent  t o  t ak e a Ch il d ren cal l  o n t h e W el s h  Go v ernm ent  t o  t ak e a 

lead  in ant ilead  in ant ilead  in ant ilead  in ant i----b u l l y ing pract iceb u l l y ing pract iceb u l l y ing pract iceb u l l y ing pract ice    

 
84%  o f all res po nd ent s  felt  t h e W els h  Go v ernm ent  s h o u ld  b e d o ing m o re t o  

s t o p b u lly ing. T h ere w ere 3 reas o ns  cit ed  fo r t h is : 
�

1 .1 .1 .1 . Ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple felt  t h at  t h e W els h  Go v ernm ent  s h o u ld  lead  

ant i b u lly ing w o rk  rat h er t h an leav e it  t o  lo cal au t h o rit y  o r s ch o o l lev el 

d ecis io ns  b ecau s e t h ere s h o u ld  b e nat io n-w id e act io n o n ant i b u lly ing 

pract ice. T h ey  felt  t h at  Go v ernm ent  s h o u ld  u s e it s  po w er t o  im plem ent  

nat io nal pro gram m es  o r init iat iv es  in b o t h  s ch o o l and  co m m u nit y  

s et t ings  t h at  h av e acco m pany ing s t and ard s  and  m o nit o ring. T h is  call 

fo r t h e Go v ernm ent  t o  t ak e a lead  is  link ed  t o  t h e ch ild ren and  y o u ng 

peo ple’s  m ain prio rit y - t h e need  fo r Go v ernm ent  t o  im pro v e cu rrent  

ant i b u lly ing pract ice. 

�

 

‘T h e y  s h o u ld  h a v e  a  W a le s  w i d e  a n t i  b u lly i n g  s c h e m e ’  

 

‘I f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  m a k i n g  s c h o o ls  s t i c k  t o  t h e ir  a n t i -b u lly i n g  p o li c y  

a n d  u s e  i t  m o r e  c o n s i s t e n t ly , a n d  m a k i n g  t h e m  b e  m o r e  p r o a c t i v e  a b o u t  

s t o p p i n g  b u lly i n g  t h e n  le s s  b u lli e s  w o u ld  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  b u lly  a n d  t h e  

a m o u n t  o f  y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  b u lli e d  w o u ld  d e c r e a s e .’  

 

‘E v e r y  s c h o o l s h o u ld  h a v e  t o  r e a c h  a  c e r t a i n  a n t i -b u lly i n g  s t a n d a r d .’  
 

�

2.2.2.2. Bu lly ing h as  an effect  o n ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple’s  m ent al h ealt h , 

w h ich  s h o u ld  b e a go v ernm ent al co ncern. Ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple 

s aid  b u lly ing can lead  t o  s u icid e, s elf h arm , eat ing d is o rd ers  and  po o r 

m ent al h ealt h , as  w ell as  u nd erm ining peo ple’s  s elf co nfid ence and  

es t eem . 

�
 

‘I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  d o  s o m e t h i n g  b e c a u s e  b u lly i n g  c a n  

le a d  t o  d e a t h  o r  s u i c id e .’ 

 

‘I t  i s  c a u s i n g  p e o p le  t o  h a v e  b a d  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  s e v e r e ly  i n ju r in g  

t h e m s e lv e s ’ 
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�

3.3.3.3. Bu lly ing im pact s  u po n a ch ild ’s  ab ilit y  t o  fo cu s  u po n s ch o o l w o rk  and  

affect s  ed u cat io nal at t ainm ent . I t  w as  felt  t h at  t h es e are is s u es  t h at  t h e 

W els h  Go v ernm ent  are t alk ing ab o u t  and  t h erefo re d ealing w it h  

b u lly ing is  no t  ju s t  s o lv ab le b y  ind iv id u al t each ers  o r s ch o o ls . 
 

 

 

‘I t ’s  e f f e c t i n g  s c h o o l w o r k ’ 

 

‘I  m i s s e d  o u t  o n  a  v a lu a b le  s c h o o l y e a r  d u e  t o  s e v e r e  b u lly i n g , m y  s c h o o l 

t o o k  s o  lo n g  t o  m o v e  m e  a n d  t h e  b u lly i n g  w a s  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l m o v e d ’ 
 

�

�

Ch il d ren and  y o u ng peo ple feel  res igned  t o  t h e lack  Ch il d ren and  y o u ng peo ple feel  res igned  t o  t h e lack  Ch il d ren and  y o u ng peo ple feel  res igned  t o  t h e lack  Ch il d ren and  y o u ng peo ple feel  res igned  t o  t h e lack  

o f act io n t o  s t o p b u l l y ingo f act io n t o  s t o p b u l l y ingo f act io n t o  s t o p b u l l y ingo f act io n t o  s t o p b u l l y ing    

    
1 3%  o f res po nd ent s  felt  t h at  t h ey  d id  no t  k no w  w h at  t h e Go v ernm ent  co u ld  

d o  t o  s t o p b u lly ing. D es po nd ency  regard ing t h e lack  o f act io n t o  t ack le 

b u lly ing receiv ed  t h e t h ird  h igh es t  nu m b er o f co m m ent s  fro m  

res po nd ent s  ( jo int  w it h  co m m u nit y  s afet y , d et ailed  b elo w ) . M any  ch ild ren 

and  y o u ng peo ple felt  d es po nd ent  t o w ard s  ad u lt s ’ ab ilit y  t o  t ack le 

b u lly ing, b eliev ing it  is  end em ic, a fact  o f life and  no t  o f co ncern t o  ad u lt s .  

�

 

‘I t  i s  r e a lly , r e a lly  c o m m o n . I t 's  c o m m o n  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  n o t  c h a lle n g e d ’ 

 

‘T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  c a n 't  d o  m u c h  a s  e v e r y o n e  i s  b e i n g  b u llie d  o r  i s  b u lly i n g  

i n  s o m e  w a y .’ 

 

‘I  s e e  i t  a  lo t  o f  t i m e  in  c o lle g e  a n d  s c h o o l a n d  m y  f r i e n d s  a r e  b u lly i n g  

e v e r y o n e  a n d  I  g e t  b u lli e d  a ll t h e  t i m e .’  

 

‘B u lly i n g  i s  e v e r y w h e r e ’ 
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T h ere need s  t o  b e clear s u ppo rt  and  s anct io ns  fo r T h ere need s  t o  b e clear s u ppo rt  and  s anct io ns  fo r T h ere need s  t o  b e clear s u ppo rt  and  s anct io ns  fo r T h ere need s  t o  b e clear s u ppo rt  and  s anct io ns  fo r 

peo ple d is play ing b u l l y ing b eh av io u rpeo ple d is play ing b u l l y ing b eh av io u rpeo ple d is play ing b u l l y ing b eh av io u rpeo ple d is play ing b u l l y ing b eh av io u r    

    
T h is  w as  t h e s eco nd  prio rit y  fo r res po nd ent s . M any  ch ild ren and  y o u ng 

peo ple are ev id ent ly  angry  and  fru s t rat ed  at  t h e lev el o f b u lly ing t h ey  s ee 

aro u nd  t h em  and  feel t h at  t h ere is  no  co ns is t ent  appro ach  t o  s t o pping 

b u lly ing. S o m e felt  it  s h o u ld  b eco m e a crim inal ju s t ice is s u e and  t h at  t h is  

is  t h e lev el o f s erio u s nes s  it  is  giv en if it  o ccu rs  b et w een ad u lt s . Generally  

t h e call w as  fo r pu nis h m ent  o r s anct io ns . T h es e w ere no t  rev engefu l b u t  

s u gges t iv e o f a lack  o f effect iv e cu rrent  pract ice t h at  m ad e m any  ch ild ren 

and  y o u ng peo ple feel t h at  s o m e negat iv e b eh av io u rs  w ere no t  t ack led  o r 

d ealt  w it h , w h ich  can lead  t o  eit h er d es po nd ency  o r res ent fu lnes s . 

��

 

‘I  w a s  b e a t  u p  i n  m y  s c h o o l y a r d  b y  1 2  c h ild r e n  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  

t e a c h e r  t o  s e e  i t  t h e y  g o t  a w a y  w i t h  ju s t  a  w a r n i n g .’ 
 

�

Prev ent ing b u lly ing o rganis at io ns  w o rk  w it h  t h o s e w h o  d is play  b u lly ing 

b eh av io u rs  and  k no w  t h at  t h ey  need  s u ppo rt  and  clear s anct io ns  rat h er 

t h an a pu nis h m ent  appro ach . H o w ev er, am o ng t h e pu b lic, parent s  and  

ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple, o ffering s u ppo rt  t o  peo ple t o  ad d res s  t h eir 

o w n b u lly ing b eh av io u rs  is  a part icu larly  d ifficu lt  s u b ject , and  it  is  m ad e 

m o re d ifficu lt  t o  accept  if ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple’s  cu rrent  ex periences  

are t h at  t h ere is  lit t le s u ppo rt  o r co ncern fo r t h o s e w h o  are b u llied . W it h in 

s u ch  a clim at e, it  is  no t  s u rpris ing t h at  pu nis h m ent s  are called  fo r rat h er 

t h an s u ppo rt . 

�

 

‘T h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  a  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  b u lly in g  s o  t h a t  p e o p le  w ill s t a r t  t o  

r e a li s e  t h e  s e r io u s n e s s  o f  i t .’ 

 

‘T h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  a  m o r e  s e r io u s  p u n i s h m e n t  t h e n  ju s t  g e t t i n g  t o ld  o f f  

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  o f t e n  t h e  s a m e  p e o p le  d o i n g  i t  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

t h i n k  t h e y  c a n  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  i t .’ 

 

‘T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  a r r e s t  p e o p le  o r  s a n c t i o n  p e o p le  w h o  b u lly . Ma k e  

i t  i lle g a l’ 
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FFFFind ings  regard ing cu rrent  pract ice in s ch o o l sind ings  regard ing cu rrent  pract ice in s ch o o l sind ings  regard ing cu rrent  pract ice in s ch o o l sind ings  regard ing cu rrent  pract ice in s ch o o l s     
 

Generally  ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple felt  t h at  init iat iv es  w ere t o o  

piecem eal t o  b e effect iv e, t h at  ant i b u lly ing po licies  are no t  fo llo w ed  u p 

w it h  im plem ent at io n and  t h at  ant i b u lly ing w o rk  is  a lo w  prio rit y  at  

Go v ernm ent  and  s ch o o l lev el. I m pro v ing cu rrent  pract ice w as  t h e h igh es t  

co ncern am o ngs t  res po nd ent s . Fro m  t h e res po ns es  w e receiv ed  w e 

id ent ified  t h e fo llo w ing fiv e t h em es : 
�

� Pro b lem s  w it hPro b lem s  w it hPro b lem s  w it hPro b lem s  w it h  repo rt ing m ech anis m s  in s ch o o l s repo rt ing m ech anis m s  in s ch o o l s repo rt ing m ech anis m s  in s ch o o l s repo rt ing m ech anis m s  in s ch o o l s     
    

T h e q u o t es  b elo w  h igh ligh t  h o w  o ft en cu rrent  repo rt ing m ech anis m s  o f 

b u lly ing are no t  effect iv e. Firs t ly , res po nd ent s  felt  t h at  b u lly ing is  igno red  

o r t h at  ch ild ren t h at  t ry  t o  repo rt  it  are no t  lis t ened  t o : 
�

 

‘I  t h i n k  t h e y  n e e d  t o  p u t  m o r e  p r e s s u r e  o n  s c h o o ls  t o  s t i c k  t o  t h e i r  a n t i -

b u lly i n g  p o li c y  w h e n  b u lly i n g  is  r e p o r t e d  b e c a u s e  a  lo t  o f  s c h o o ls  

d i s r e g a r d  i t  a s  'k i d s  b e i n g  k i d s ' a n d  t h e y  d o n 't  d o  a n y t h i n g  t o  s t o p  i t .’ 

 

‘E i t h e r  w h e n  y o u  t e ll a  t e a c h e r  t h e y  d o  n o t h i n g  o r  t h e y  t e ll t h e  b u lly  o f f  

b u t  n o t h i n g  c h a n g e s  s o  i f  i t  h a p p e n s  a g a in  t h a t  p u p il w o n 't  b o t h e r  t e lli n g  

t h e  t e a c h e r .’ 

 

‘T e a c h e r s  s h o u ld  t a k e  c h i ld r e n  a n d  a c c u s a t i o n s  m o r e  s e r io u s ly  a n d  n o t  

ju s t  s a y  'i g n o r e  i t '.’ 

 

‘S c h o o l t e a c h e r s  d o n 't  d o  n e a r ly  e n o u g h  t o  s t o p  b u lly i n g .’ 
 

�

S eco nd ly , res po nd ent s  felt  t h at  pu pils  canno t  appro ach  t each ers  t o  repo rt  

b u lly ing and  t h at  s ch o o ls  s h o u ld  h av e b et t er s y s t em s  t o  reach  o u t  t o  

pu pils  s o  t h ey  feel enab led  t o  repo rt  b u lly ing, in t h e k no w led ge t h at  t h ey  

w ill b e lis t ened  t o : 
�

 

‘P u p i ls  i n  s c h o o ls  t h a t  a r e  b u lli e d  f e e l lik e  t h e y  c a n n o t  a p p r o a c h  t e a c h e r s ’ 

 

‘I  t h i n k  t h a t  s c h o o l s h o u ld  r e a c h  o u t  t o  h e lp  s t u d e n t s  f e e l m o r e  li k e  t h e y  

h a v e  p e o p le  t o  t a lk  t o .’ 
 

�

L as t ly , s o m e res po nd ent s  felt  t h at  a failu re t o  t ak e act io n o n b u lly ing o nce 

it  h ad  b een repo rt ed  s h o u ld  res u lt  in s anct io ns  fo r t h e t each ers  inv o lv ed . 
�

 

‘A ll b u lly i n g  m u s t  b e  r e p o r t e d , f a i lu r e  s h o u ld  r e s u lt  o n  d i s c i p lin a r y  

p r o c e d u r e s  o f  t e a c h in g  s t a f f ’ 
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�

� L ack  o f im plem enL ack  o f im plem enL ack  o f im plem enL ack  o f im plem ent at io n o f ant i b u l l y ing po l iciest at io n o f ant i b u l l y ing po l iciest at io n o f ant i b u l l y ing po l iciest at io n o f ant i b u l l y ing po l icies     
    

T h ere w ere h igh  lev els  o f crit icis m  regard ing ant i b u lly ing po licies . 

Pro b lem s  w ere repo rt ed  t o  b e w it h  t h e lack  o f enfo rcem ent , a lack  o f 

s t rat egy  and  a lack  o f relat ing po licies  t o  init iat iv es  and  s y s t em s .  

��

 

‘T h e r e  is  n o  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  b u lly i n g  p o li c ie s  i n  s c h o o ls .’  

 

‘R u b b i s h  a n t i  b u lly i n g  p o li c i e s  i n  s c h o o l.’ 

  

‘S c h o o ls  n e e d  t o  h a v e  s t r i c t e r  a n t i  b u lly in g  p o li c i e s .’ 

  

‘S t a n d a r d i s e  a n t i  b u lly i n g  p o li c ie s  i n  s c h o o ls .’  

 

‘T h e  b u lly i n g  p o li c y  is  n o t  e n f o r c e d .’ 
 

�

� L ack  o f L ack  o f L ack  o f L ack  o f ““““w h o le s ch o o lw h o le s ch o o lw h o le s ch o o lw h o le s ch o o l ”””” appro ach appro ach appro ach appro ach     
    

M o s t  res po nd ent s  w h o  co m m ent ed  o n t h e lack  o f effect iv e cu rrent  

pract ice s po k e ab o u t  h o w  t h ere is  a piecem eal appro ach  t o  ant i b u lly ing in 

s ch o o ls  and  t h erefo re no  clear s t rat egy  t h at  link s  eq u alit y  ed u cat io n, 

“w h o le s ch o o l” et h o s  and  ant i b u lly ing init iat iv es . Pu pils  w ere no t  s ay ing 

t h at  t h ere w ere no t  s o m e s u ppo rt  s y s t em s  in place, b u t  t h at  t h ey  d o  no t  

w o rk  w ell and  are t o o  piecem eal t o  b e effect iv e. 

�

 

‘T h ey  need  t o  s pend  m o re m o ney  o n im pro v ing t h ings  t o  s t o p b u lly ing. M y  

s ch o o l w as  d o ing lit t le ab o u t  b u lly ing’  

 

‘I n X  t h ere is  a lack  o f ant i b u lly ing facilit ies  in t h e s ch o o l.’ 

 

‘I  feel as  t h o u gh  t h ere are no t  eno u gh  ant i-b u lly ing s ch em es  in place and  if 

t h ey  are t h ey  are no t  t h o u gh t  t h ro u gh  w ell eno u gh  t o  s t o p b u lly ing’ 
 

�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



� 9 

Ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple s u gges t ed  im plem ent ing d ifferent  init iat iv es  

and  s t at ed  t h eir s ch o o ls  d id  d ifferent  t h ings . T h is  s u gges t s  t h at  w h ils t  

s o m e s ch o o ls  are im plem ent ing s o m e ant i b u lly ing prev ent at iv e m eas u res  

t h ere is  a piecem eal appro ach  t h at  is  no t  im plem ent ed  o n a w h o le s ch o o l 

b as is . I t  als o  s u gges t s  t h at  go o d  pract ice m ay  no t  b e cu rrent ly  replicat ed  

acro s s  s ch o o ls  o r areas . S u gges t io ns  t h at  ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple h ad  

fo r red u cing b u lly ing inclu d ed : 

�

 

‘T h e y  s h o u ld  o f f e r  c o u n s e lli n g  f o r  a ll p e o p le . T o  p u t  p o s t e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  

s c h o o l f o r  c o u n s e lli n g ’ 

 

‘S e lf -e s t e e m  c o u r s e s ’ 

 

‘P r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  w o r k e r s  i n  s c h o o ls  w h o  w i ll li s t e n  a t  a n y  t i m e  a b o u t  

a n y t h i n g .’ 

 

‘T h e r e  n e e d s  t o  b e  m o r e  h e lp  t h a n  t h e r e  is  a t  t h e  m o m e n t . Mo r e  t e a c h e r s  

a r o u n d  a t  b r e a k  a n d  lu n c h  t i m e s  i n  s c h o o l’ 

 

‘N e e d  t o  lo o k  i n t o  r o lli n g  o u t  m o r e  b u d d y  s y s t e m s  s o  t h e  b u lli e d  y o u n g  

p e o p le  h a v e  s o m e o n e  t o  t a lk  t o  a n d  f e e l li k e  t h e y 'r e  b e i n g  h e a r d  a n d  

li s t e n e d  t o o .’ 

 

‘L o o k  f u r t h e r  b e h i n d  t h e  r e a s o n s  b e h i n d  w h y  t h o s e  c h i ld r e n  a r e  b u lly i n g  

o t h e r  c h i ld r e n .’ 
 

�

� T h e need  fo r t each er t raining T h e need  fo r t each er t raining T h e need  fo r t each er t raining T h e need  fo r t each er t raining  
 

T h ere w as  no t  a negat iv e at t it u d e t o w ard s  t each ers . H o w ev er, it  w as  felt  

t h at  t each ers  and  s enio r s ch o o l s t aff w ere no t  eq u ipped  t o  no t ice b u lly ing 

no r k no w  h o w  t o  t ack le it  and  t h ere w as  a fo cu s  u po n ind iv id u al t each ers  

h av ing t o  s o lv e t h e is s u es  o f b u lly ing w it h  no  w h o le s ch o o l appro ach .  

�

 

‘T e a c h e r s  s h o u ld  b e  g i v e n  p r o p e r  t r a i n i n g  t o  d e a l w i t h  b u lly in g .’  

 

‘Ma k e  t h e  t e a c h e r s  b e t t e r  w i t h  d e a li n g  w it h  i t ’  

 

‘I  t h i n k  t e a c h e r s  s h o u ld  b e  m o r e  a w a r e  t o  lo o k  o u t  f o r  b u lly i n g  w i t h i n  

s c h o o ls .’ 

 

‘T e a c h e r s  a n d  i n d iv id u a ls  i n  s e n i o r  p o s i t io n s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l d o n 't  t a k e  i t  

s e r io u s ly  e n o u g h , o r  d o  n o t  c h a s e  i t  u p  i f  b u lly i n g  h a s  b e e n  g o i n g  o n .’ 
 

�
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� T h e need  t o  im pro v e eq uT h e need  t o  im pro v e eq uT h e need  t o  im pro v e eq uT h e need  t o  im pro v e eq u al it ies  ed u cat io n in s ch o o l sal it ies  ed u cat io n in s ch o o l sal it ies  ed u cat io n in s ch o o l sal it ies  ed u cat io n in s ch o o l s     
    

T h ere w ere a nu m b er o f calls  fo r Go v ernm ent  init iat ed  w o rk  in s ch o o ls  

regard ing eq u alit y  ed u cat io n and  b u lly ing prev ent io n:  

�

 

‘Ma y b e  m o r e  w o r k  i s  n e e d e d  t o  h e lp  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  b u llie d . A s  e v e n  i f  

s o m e o n e  i s n 't  b u llie d  t h e y  a r e  s t i ll ju d g e d  i f  t h e y  a r e  h o m o s e x u a l, h a v e  a  

d i s a b i li t y , r a c e  o r  s k in  c o lo u r  e t c .’  
 

�

Pu pils  felt  t h at  ant i b u lly ing w o rk  in s ch o o ls  need s  t o  b e m o re co ns is t ent  

and  inclu d e o ngo ing ed u cat io n ab o u t  t o lerance, po s it iv e b eh av io u r and  

eq u alit y . T h e is s u e fo r m o s t  w as  t h at  alt h o u gh  s o m e w o rk  is  u nd ert ak en, 

it  is  no t  piv o t al t o  t h eir s ch o o l’s  d eliv ery  o r et h o s  and  d o es  no t  co ns t it u t e a 

pro gram m e o f learning ab o u t  eq u alit y  and  res pect . 

�

 

‘A ls o  t h e y  c o u ld  h a v e  le s s o n s  i n  s c h o o l t o  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  s e r io u s n e s s  o f  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  a n d  i s s u e s  i n  o u r  a r e a .’ 

 

‘P e o p le  n e e d  t o  b e  t a u g h t  a b o u t  e q u a li t y  s o  t h a t  p e o p le  w i ll b e  m o r e  

a c c e p t i n g  a n d  r e s p e c t f u l.’  

 

‘T h e y  c o u ld  m a k e  a n t i  b u lly i n g  c a m p a ig n s  m o r e  k n o w n  a n d  w h e r e  t o  f i n d  

t h e m .’  

 

‘Mo r e  e d u c a t i o n  i s  n e e d e d  a t  p r i m a r y  s c h o o ls ’ 

  

‘Y o u  s h o u ld  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  h o m o p h o b i c  la n g u a g e  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  ju s t  a s  

w r o n g  a s  r a c i s m  o r  s e x i s m ’ 

 

‘H o s t  a s s e m b li e s  a n d  s o c i a l g r o u p s  t o  c r e a t e  a  b e t t e r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  d i s a b i li t i e s , c u lt u r e  a n d  h o m o p h o b i a .’  

 

‘I  t h i n k  p e o p le  n e e d  t o  b e  t o ld  t h a t  t h e  la n g u a g e  t h e y  a r e  u s i n g  i s  

i n a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  d i s r e s p e c t f u l.’ 

 

‘I  t h i n k  t h e y  s h o u ld  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  g a y / b i s e x u a l/ p a n s e x u a l 

b e c a u s e  a  lo t  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  h a p p e n  b e c a u s e  p e o p le  d o n 't  u n d e r s t a n d .’ 
 

�

�

�

�

�

�
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Find ings  regard iFind ings  regard iFind ings  regard iFind ings  regard ing b u l l y ing o u t s id e o f s ch o o lng b u l l y ing o u t s id e o f s ch o o lng b u l l y ing o u t s id e o f s ch o o lng b u l l y ing o u t s id e o f s ch o o l     

�
� T h e need  t o  s u ppo rt  d iv ers it y  in co m m u nit y  s et t ingsT h e need  t o  s u ppo rt  d iv ers it y  in co m m u nit y  s et t ingsT h e need  t o  s u ppo rt  d iv ers it y  in co m m u nit y  s et t ingsT h e need  t o  s u ppo rt  d iv ers it y  in co m m u nit y  s et t ings     

    

T h ere w as  a feeling t h at  t h ere need s  t o  b e m o re s u ppo rt  gro u ps  fo r L GBT  

and  d is ab led  ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple. I t  w as  als o  felt  t h at  b u lly ing 

w o u ld  b e red u ced  if y o u t h  s et t ings , o u t s id e o f s ch o o ls , h ad  eq u alit y  

aw arenes s  ed u cat io n and  ant i b u lly ing t raining. Generally , t h is  call 

fo cu s ed  u po n t h e lack  o f s u ppo rt  fo r ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple co ping 

w it h  b u lly ing o u t s id e o f s ch o o l s et t ings  and  t h at  t h ere is  no  cent ral place 

fo r t h em  t o  get  info rm at io n and  co ncret e h elp.  

�

 

‘Ma k e  m o r e  a c c e s s i b le  L G B T  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p le .’  

 

‘S t o p  b u lly i n g  t o  s e x u a li t i e s . T h e y  s h o u ld  f i n d  o u t  h o w  p e o p le  g e t  b u lli e d  

a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  g a y s / le s b i a n s . I t  i s  a ll 

q u i t e  i m m a t u r e .’  

 

‘P r o v i d e  m o r e  s u p p o r t  o n li n e  o n  w e b s i t e s  e t c .’ 

 

‘H e lp li n e s  f o r  v i c t i m s ’  
 

�

� Bu l l y ing and  Bu l l y ing and  Bu l l y ing and  Bu l l y ing and  co m m u nit y  s afet y  co m m u nit y  s afet y  co m m u nit y  s afet y  co m m u nit y  s afet y      
    

L ink ing b u lly ing t o  t h e co m m u nit y  s afet y  agend a receiv ed  t h e t h ird  

h igh es t  nu m b er o f co m m ent s  ( jo int  w it h  feelings  o f d es po nd ency ) . 

Ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple felt  t h at  w h ils t  b u lly ing in s ch o o l is  no t  

ad eq u at ely  d ealt  w it h , t h ere is  no  fo cu s  u po n b u lly ing t h at  o ccu rs  o u t s id e 

o f s ch o o l and  t h ere is  lit t le ed u cat io n regard ing b u lly ing and  eq u alit y  

o u t s id e o f s ch o o l:  

�

 

‘T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  f o c u s  m o r e  o n  t h e  b u lly i n g  t h a t  h a p p e n s  o u t s i d e  

o f  s c h o o l’ 

 

‘P r o v i d e  m o r e  p la c e s  i n  t h e  lo c a l v i lla g e  f o r  s u p p o r t ’ 

 

‘Mo r e  p e o p le  t o  h e lp  a n d  s u p p o r t  o u t  s i d e  o f  s c h o o l’ 

 

‘N o t  e n o u g h  s u p p o r t  i f  b u lly i n g  h a p p e n s  in  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .’ 
 

�

�

�
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I t  w as  als o  felt  t h at  b u lly ing in neigh b o u rh o o d s  s h o u ld  b e d ealt  w it h  b y  

co m m u nit y  s u ppo rt  po lice, w h ich  w o u ld  pu t  it  in t h e cat ego ry  o f 

co m m u nit y  s afet y  ( in line w it h  t h e h at e crim e fram ew o rk  and  as  cu rrent ly  

applied  t o  ad u lt s ) . 

��

 

‘T h e r e 's  p e o p le  i n  g r o u p s  g o i n g  a r o u n d  a r e a s  b e a t i n g  p e o p le  u p ’ 

 

‘T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  c o u ld  d o  m o r e  t o  s t o p  g r o u p s  a n d  g a n g s  o f  lo c a l p e o p le  

f r o m  t h e  s a m e  a r e a  f r o m  b u lly i n g  lo c a l i n d i v i d u a ls  a n d  s t o p  v io le n c e  a n d  

t h r e a t s ’ 
 

�

Barnard o ’s  Cy m ru  w o u ld  no t  b e ad v o cat ing fo r t h e crim inalis at io n o f 

y o u ng peo ple o n t h is  is s u e. H o w ev er, w e w o u ld  u rge t h at  init iat iv es  

w it h in t h e W els h  Go v ernm ent ’s  ‘T ack ling H at e Crim e and  incid ences : a 

fram ew o rk  fo r A ct io n’, s u ch  as  pu b lic ed u cat io n and  co m m u nit y  repo rt ing 

cent res  are applied  t o  ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple as  m u ch  as  ad u lt s . T h ere 

is  als o  s co pe fo r prev ent ing b u lly ing t o  b e inco rpo rat ed  o nt o  co m m u nit y  

s afet y  agend as  s u ch  as  PA CT  (Part ners h ips  and  Co m m u nit ies  T o get h er) . 

�

� T h e N eed  t o  rais e pu b l ic aw arenes s  o f b u l l y ing T h e N eed  t o  rais e pu b l ic aw arenes s  o f b u l l y ing T h e N eed  t o  rais e pu b l ic aw arenes s  o f b u l l y ing T h e N eed  t o  rais e pu b l ic aw arenes s  o f b u l l y ing     
    

T h e co ns ens u s  w as  t h at  t h ere is  no t  eno u gh  d irect  info rm at io n ab o u t  

b u lly ing fo r ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple, w it h  d ifferent  o rganis at io ns  

o ffering d ifferent  t h ings  in d ifferent  part s  o f t h e co u nt ry . R es po nd ent s  

als o  po int ed  o u t  t h at  t h ere is  no  info rm at io n fo r t h e pu b lic o r parent s  

ab o u t  t h e is s u es  o f b u lly ing. R es po nd ent s  felt  t h ere s h o u ld  b e pu b lic 

aw arenes s  o f eq u alit y  is s u es  as  t h ey  affect  ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple, and  

info rm at io n av ailab le t o  t h e pu b lic regard ing w h at  act io n t h ey  can t ak e t o  

s u ppo rt  t arget s  o f b u lly ing and  s t o p b u lly ing.  

�

 

‘Ma k e  p e o p le  m o r e  a w a r e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  a n d  r e li g io n s ’  

 

‘I  t h i n k  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  b e  d o i n g  m o r e  t o  r a is e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  L G B T  

i s s u e s ’  

 

‘E n c o u r a g e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  g a y s  a n d  le s b i a n s ’ 

 

‘T h e  b e s t  w a y  f o r w a r d  i s  f o r  f u n d i n g  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t r a i n  p e o p le  i n  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  s k i lls  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  g o  i n t o  s o c i e t y  a n d  s h a r e  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  

a s  p a r t  o f  a  g r e a t e r  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m . W e  s h o u ld  e d u c a t e  o t h e r s  a b o u t  

h o w  b u lly i n g  a c t u a lly  a f f e c t s  p e o p le , t o  s h o w  b u llie s  t h e  r e s u lt s  o f  t h e i r  

a c t i o n s , a n d  t o  c h a lle n g e  t h e m  h e a d  o n .’ 
 

�
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� Cy b er b u l l y ing Cy b er b u l l y ing Cy b er b u l l y ing Cy b er b u l l y ing     
    

T h ere w as  a h igh  lev el o f aw arenes s  and  co ncern regard ing cy b er 

b u lly ing, and  res po nd ent s  felt  it  is  an es calat ing pro b lem . R es po nd ent s  

referred  t o  cy b er b u lly ing as  b u lly ing t h at  o ccu rs  o u t s id e o f s ch o o l, 

alt h o u gh  w it h  cu rrent  ph o ne t ech no lo gy  it  can o ccu r w it h in and  b ey o nd  

t h e s ch o o l gat e. T h ey  felt  t h at  t h e Go v ernm ent  co u ld  b e m o re pro act iv e 

t o w ard s  cy b er b u lly ing and  t ak e act io n t o  fo rce w eb  s it e co m panies  t o  b e 

m o re res po ns ib le, as  w ell as  pro v id e pract ical info rm at io n t o  ch ild ren and  

y o u ng peo ple ab o u t  h o w  t o  red u ce t h e cy b er b u lly ing t h ey  are ex po s ed  t o . 

T h is  w as  s een as  a Go v ernm ent  res po ns ib ilit y  t h at  s h o u ld  no t  b e left  t o  

ind iv id u al t each er k no w led ge o r act io n at  a s ch o o l lev el.  

�

 

‘I  t h i n k  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  d o  m o r e  t o  p r e v e n t  c y b e r  b u lly i n g .’ 

 

‘P r o v i d e  m o r e  s u p p o r t  f o r  p e o p le  b e i n g  c y b e r -b u llie d  a n d  lo o k  a t  y o u n g e r  

a g e s  a s  w e ll, n o t  ju s t  t e e n a g e r s .’ 
 

�

M any  res po nd ent s  called  fo r t h e Go v ernm ent  t o  clo s e w eb s it es  lik e as k .fm  

and  req u ire m u ch  b et t er s ecu rit y  and  b lo ck ing s y s t em s  o f s o cial net w o rk  

s it es .  

�

 

‘T r y  t o  c lo s e  d o w n  d a n g e r o u s  w e b s i t e s  t h a t  c o u ld  p o t e n t i a lly  s p r e a d  

r u m o u r s  a n d  c a u s e  a r g u m e n t s  w i t h  s a y i n g  i t  f a c e  t o  f a c e . E .g . a s k .f m ’ 

 

‘T h e y  s h o u ld  b a n  s o m e  w e b s i t e s  t h a t  a r e  d a n g e r o u s ’ 

 

‘Mo r e  s e c u r i t y  o n  w e b  a n d  s o c i a l n e t w o r k s ’  

 

‘H a v e  b e t t e r  b lo c k i n g  s y s t e m s  o n  s o c i a l n e t w o r k s ’ 
 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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E ffect iv e t ack l ing o f b u l l y ingE ffect iv e t ack l ing o f b u l l y ingE ffect iv e t ack l ing o f b u l l y ingE ffect iv e t ack l ing o f b u l l y ing    

�
� GGGGo o d  pract iceo o d  pract iceo o d  pract iceo o d  pract ice 

 

W h ere ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple felt  t h at  b u lly ing w as  prev ent ed  and  

t ack led  w ell t h ey  w ere k een t o  h igh ligh t  it . Go o d  pract ice ex am ples  

inclu d ed  cu lt u ral d ifferences  ed u cat io n in s ch o o ls , lo cal au t h o rit y  ant i 

b u lly ing fo ru m s  fo r s pecific ch aract eris t ics , b eing a part  o f a y o u ng 

ins pect o rs  ant i b u lly ing pro gram m e, and  h av ing ant i b u lly ing po licies  

t h at  are im plem ent ed , clear and  relev ant .  

�

 

‘I  a m  t r y i n g  t o  c h a lle n g e  b u lly i n g  b y  b e i n g  a  y o u n g  i n s p e c t o r .’ 

 

‘B e i n g  p a r t  o f  t h i s  a n t i -b u lly i n g  g r o u p  I  h a v e  le a r n t  a  lo t  a b o u t  m y  r i g h t s  

a n d  h o w  s c h o o ls / s e t t i n g s  s h o u ld  p r o t e c t  m y s e lf  a n d  o t h e r s  f r o m  b e i n g  

b u llie d . H o w e v e r , I  d o n 't  t h i n k  s c h o o ls  p r o m o t e  y o u n g  p e o p le s  r i g h t s , 

s c h o o l i s  n o t  a  s a f e  p la c e  t o  le a r n . I  t h i n k  b e c a u s e  p o li c i e s  a r e  in  p la c e  t h e  

s e t t i n g  t h i n k s  i t s  o k , li k e  a  t i c k  b o x  e x e r c is e . I f  y o u n g  p e o p le  d o n 't  k n o w  

a b o u t  t h e  p o li c y , u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s a n c t io n s  t h e n  w h a t ’s  t h e  p o in t ? ’ 

 

‘S c h o o ls  i n  [ o u r  lo c a l a u t h o r i t y ]  w i ll b e  a s s e s s e d  b y  y o u n g  p e o p le , y o u n g  

p e o p le 's  v o i c e s  h e a r  a n d  s e t t i n g s  w i ll d o  m o r e  t o  b e  a w a r d e d  a n  a n t i -

b u lly i n g  k i t e  m a r k .’ 
 

�

�

CCCCo ncl u s io nso ncl u s io nso ncl u s io nso ncl u s io ns     

    
I t  is  clear t h at  ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple h av e id ent ified  m any  pro b lem s  

w it h  cu rrent  ant i b u lly ing pract ice and  are calling fo r t h e W els h  

Go v ernm ent  t o  t ak e act io n acro s s  t h e co u nt ry  t o  im plem ent  h igh er, 

co ns is t ent  s t and ard s . T h is  call t o  act io n is  po s s ib le t h ro u gh  firs t ly  

creat ing a nat io nal ant i b u lly ing s t rat egy  t h at  inclu d es  t h e go o d  pract ice 

t h at  res po nd ent s  id ent ify  and  ad d res s es  t h e w eak nes s es  id ent ified , and  

s eco nd ly  apply ing co m m u nit y  s afet y  and  h at e crim e prev ent io n t o  t h e 

ex periences  o f ch ild ren and  y o u ng peo ple. R es po nd ent s  w ere clear t h at  

t h ere is  a need  fo r s t ro nger eq u alit y  ed u cat io n in s ch o o ls  and  co m m u nit y  

s et t ings  w h ich  s h o u ld  inclu d e s u ppo rt  fo r t each ers  and  o t h er ad u lt s .  

�

�


