NI charities highlight plight of separated and trafficked children

A joint report from the NSPCC NI and Barnardo’s NI has emphasised the need for ongoing coordination between the agencies responsible for separated and trafficked children in Northern Ireland. Launching a policy and practice paper on the issue, the local charities highlighted the need for professional vigilance over a problem which, while currently small in number is complex and likely to grow.

Mandy John-Baptiste from the NSPCC’s National Child Trafficking Advice Information Line, said that the study indicated a clear need for close inter-agency working, including the voluntary sector, more thorough data collection and the development of specific safeguarding guidance:

“Practitioners in agencies responsible for children and young people in Northern Ireland must be aware of the needs of trafficked children. Trafficking is another form of child abuse. Police, social services, health services, education providers and the voluntary sector must be vigilant to the potential of trafficking and work together to ensure there is a robust response to keep children safe.”
Recent research points to the trafficking of women and children into Northern Ireland
. There is evidence that human traffickers are using Belfast International Airport as a port of entry to the UK
 and some media reports state that Northern Ireland has been identified as a key gateway for criminal gangs involved in people trafficking to the Republic of Ireland
. Various agencies working with asylum seekers and children have also expressed concerns about increasing numbers of separated children and potential child trafficking in Northern Ireland.
Mary Anne Webb from Barnardo’s NI said: “The study found there are around ten separated children in NI, and there has been one confirmed case of child trafficking to date. However, there is a clear need for a centralised system to accurately gather statistical data. It is also important that the child trafficking guidance is kept updated in line with changing policy and practice.”
Ends….

For more information or to arrange interviews contact 
· Elizabeth Hendron, NSPCC, 07920 531 480 / 020 3222 4264 elizabeth.hendron@nspcc.org.uk
· Anne Dawson, Barnardo’s 028 9067 2366, anne.dawson@barnardos.org.uk
Notes to editors
Key definitions

· Separated children are all those outside their country of origin and separated from their parents or legal or customary primary caregiver (UK Parliament, 2007).

· Child trafficking is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child, whether by force or not, by a third person or group, for the purpose of different types of exploitation. This includes sexual prostitution, exploitative domestic servitude, enforced criminal activity or the removal of organs (Council of Europe, 2008).

· Age-disputed children are undocumented asylum applicants presenting as minors whose claimed date of birth is not accepted by the Home Office and/or by the Health and Social Care Trust/ local authority who have been approached to provide support (Children’s Legal Centre, 2011).
Recommendations from the report

· The DHSSPS should update and keep under review the child trafficking guidance in line with changing policy and practice. In the review of ‘Co-operating to Safeguard Children’ consideration should be given to the development of specific safeguarding guidance for separated children to ensure a coordinated approach and seamless interagency service. 

· The Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland should have strategic oversight to ensure appropriate interagency safeguarding processes and frameworks are in place and working effectively for separated/ trafficked children. 

· Training and support relating to separated/trafficked children should be provided on a multi-agency basis and also built into professional training courses across health, social care, immigration and the police.  

· The Regional Health and Social Care Board in conjunction with Health and Social Care Trusts should collate and centralise accurate information and statistical data on the extent and nature of separated children and child trafficking in Northern Ireland.

� Numbers are currently less than 10 children per year 
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