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Sc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  D e b a t e  on  WSc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  D e b a t e  on  WSc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  D e b a t e  on  WSc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  D e b a t e  on  We lf a r e  Re l f a r e  Re l f a r e  Re l f a r e  R e for m e for m e for m e for m –––– MSP Br i e f i n g MSP Br i e f i n g MSP Br i e f i n g MSP Br i e f i n g     

We  we lc ome  t h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r li a me n t ’s sc r u t i n y of  t h e  U K  We lfa r e  R e for m Bill. 

Ba r n a r do’s Sc ot la n d su p p or t s ma n y of  t h e  p r i n c ip le s b e h i n d t h e  G ov e r n me n t ’s 

we lf a r e  r e for m a g e n da , a n d in  p a r t i c u la r  we  we lc ome  st e p s t o imp r ov e  wor k  

i n c e n t i v e s i n  t h e  b e n e f i t s syst e m t h r ou g h  t h e  i n t r odu c t ion  of  U n i v e r sa l Cr e dit .  

H owe v e r , su c h  a  r a dic a l r e for m of t h e  b e n e f i t s syst e m r e q u ir e s c a r e f u l p la n n i n g , 

a n d we  h a v e  se r iou s c on c e r n s a b ou t  sp e c if i c  p r ov ision s in  t h e  Bill a n d t h e  sp e e d of 

t h e  i n t r odu c t ion  of  some  of t h e  me a su r e s i t  c on t a i n s. We  h a v e  b e e n  disa p p oin t e d 

t h a t  t h e  We st min st e r  p r oc e ss h a s so f a r  f a i le d t o f u lly r e c og n ise  some  of t h e  

p a r t i c u la r  imp a c t s on  de v olv e d r e sp on sib i li t i e s of  t h e  le g isla t ion , a n d wou ld look  

t o t h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r li a me n t  a n d Sc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  t o h i g h lig h t  t h e se  issu e s 

t h r ou g h  t h e  le g isla t i v e  c on se n t  mot ion  p r oc e ss.  

Ba r n a r do’s Sc ot la n d h a s wor k e d join t ly wit h  ot h e r  v olu n t a r y or g a n isa t ion  t o 

p r odu c e  b r i e f i n g s look in g  a t  some  of t h e  p r oc e du r a l issu e s a r ou n d t h e  Sc ot t ish  

Pa r l i a me n t ’s c on side r a t ion  of  t h e  U K  Bill, a n d t h e  sp e c i f i c  imp a c t s of  c h a n g e s t o 

t h e  c h i ld ma in t e n a n c e  syst e m. H owe v e r , t h is b r i e f i n g  will  h i g h li g h t  some  of t h e  

wide r  c on c e r n s t h a t  Ba r n a r do’s h a s r a ise d a t  We st min st e r  a n d t h e i r  imp lic a t ion s 

for  Sc ot la n d. 

 

    

K e y issu e s  for  Ba r n a r do’s Sc ot l a n dK e y issu e s  for  Ba r n a r do’s Sc ot l a n dK e y issu e s  for  Ba r n a r do’s Sc ot l a n dK e y issu e s  for  Ba r n a r do’s Sc ot l a n d    

• T h e  Sc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  sh ou ld a sse ss t h e  f i n a n c i a l  imp a c t s of  t h e  U K  T h e  Sc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  sh ou ld a sse ss t h e  f i n a n c i a l  imp a c t s of  t h e  U K  T h e  Sc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  sh ou ld a sse ss t h e  f i n a n c i a l  imp a c t s of  t h e  U K  T h e  Sc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  sh ou ld a sse ss t h e  f i n a n c i a l  imp a c t s of  t h e  U K  

We l f a r e  R e for m We lf a r e  R e for m We lf a r e  R e for m We lf a r e  R e for m BBBBil l  on  se r v i c e s f u n de d b y t h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t , a n d i l l  on  se r v i c e s f u n de d b y t h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t , a n d i l l  on  se r v i c e s f u n de d b y t h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t , a n d i l l  on  se r v i c e s f u n de d b y t h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t , a n d 

ide n t i fy ide n t i fy ide n t i fy ide n t i fy t h e  su p p or t  r e q u i r e d b y Sc ot t isht h e  su p p or t  r e q u i r e d b y Sc ot t isht h e  su p p or t  r e q u i r e d b y Sc ot t isht h e  su p p or t  r e q u i r e d b y Sc ot t ish     Loc a l  Au t h or i t i e sLoc a l  Au t h or i t i e sLoc a l  Au t h or i t i e sLoc a l  Au t h or i t i e s a n d p u b l i c   a n d p u b l i c   a n d p u b l i c   a n d p u b l i c  

a g e n c i e s t o de a l  wi t h  a n y a ddi t ion a l  b u r de n s c r e a t e d b y t h ea g e n c i e s t o de a l  wi t h  a n y a ddi t ion a l  b u r de n s c r e a t e d b y t h ea g e n c i e s t o de a l  wi t h  a n y a ddi t ion a l  b u r de n s c r e a t e d b y t h ea g e n c i e s t o de a l  wi t h  a n y a ddi t ion a l  b u r de n s c r e a t e d b y t h e  p r op osa ls p r op osa ls p r op osa ls p r op osa ls....    

• T h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t  T h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t  T h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t  T h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t  sh ou ld c ome  t og e t h e r  on  a  c r osssh ou ld c ome  t og e t h e r  on  a  c r osssh ou ld c ome  t og e t h e r  on  a  c r osssh ou ld c ome  t og e t h e r  on  a  c r oss----p a r t y b a sis t o p a r t y b a sis t o p a r t y b a sis t o p a r t y b a sis t o 

wor k  wi t h  We st min st e r  i n  or de r  t o ma k e  su r e  t h a t  t h e  wor k  wi t h  We st min st e r  i n  or de r  t o ma k e  su r e  t h a t  t h e  wor k  wi t h  We st min st e r  i n  or de r  t o ma k e  su r e  t h a t  t h e  wor k  wi t h  We st min st e r  i n  or de r  t o ma k e  su r e  t h a t  t h e  BBBBil l  t a k e s f u l li l l  t a k e s f u l li l l  t a k e s f u l li l l  t a k e s f u l l     

a c c ou n t  of  t h e  a c c ou n t  of  t h e  a c c ou n t  of  t h e  a c c ou n t  of  t h e  di f f e r e n t  p ol i c y a n d l e g a l  c on t e x t  i n  Sc ot l a n d.di f f e r e n t  p ol i c y a n d l e g a l  c on t e x t  i n  Sc ot l a n d.di f f e r e n t  p ol i c y a n d l e g a l  c on t e x t  i n  Sc ot l a n d.di f f e r e n t  p ol i c y a n d l e g a l  c on t e x t  i n  Sc ot l a n d. 

• T h e  T h e  T h e  T h e  Sc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  sh ou ld ma k e  su r e  t h a tSc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  sh ou ld ma k e  su r e  t h a tSc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  sh ou ld ma k e  su r e  t h a tSc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  sh ou ld ma k e  su r e  t h a t  i n  a r e a s of  t h e  we l f a r e   i n  a r e a s of  t h e  we l f a r e   i n  a r e a s of  t h e  we l f a r e   i n  a r e a s of  t h e  we l f a r e  

syst e msyst e msyst e msyst e m wh e r e  r e sp on si b i l i t i e s a r e  b e i n g  t r a n sf e r r e d f r om t h e  D WP wh e r e  r e sp on si b i l i t i e s a r e  b e i n g  t r a n sf e r r e d f r om t h e  D WP wh e r e  r e sp on si b i l i t i e s a r e  b e i n g  t r a n sf e r r e d f r om t h e  D WP wh e r e  r e sp on si b i l i t i e s a r e  b e i n g  t r a n sf e r r e d f r om t h e  D WP t o t h e   t o t h e   t o t h e   t o t h e  

Sc ot l a n d Sc ot l a n d Sc ot l a n d Sc ot l a n d  a l l  n e w syst e ms i n  a r e a s i n  p l a c e  b y  a l l  n e w syst e ms i n  a r e a s i n  p l a c e  b y  a l l  n e w syst e ms i n  a r e a s i n  p l a c e  b y  a l l  n e w syst e ms i n  a r e a s i n  p l a c e  b y 2 0 132 0 132 0 132 0 13 , a n d t h a t  t h e s, a n d t h a t  t h e s, a n d t h a t  t h e s, a n d t h a t  t h e se  n e w e  n e w e  n e w e  n e w 

syst e ms a r e  c l e a r , a c c e ssi b l e  a n d l i n k  we l l  t o U Ksyst e ms a r e  c l e a r , a c c e ssi b l e  a n d l i n k  we l l  t o U Ksyst e ms a r e  c l e a r , a c c e ssi b l e  a n d l i n k  we l l  t o U Ksyst e ms a r e  c l e a r , a c c e ssi b l e  a n d l i n k  we l l  t o U K ----wide  syst e ms a n d wide  syst e ms a n d wide  syst e ms a n d wide  syst e ms a n d 

p r oc e sse s. p r oc e sse s. p r oc e sse s. p r oc e sse s.  

• T h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t  sh ou ld u se  t h e  l e g isl a t i v e  c on se n t  p r oc e ss t o T h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t  sh ou ld u se  t h e  l e g isl a t i v e  c on se n t  p r oc e ss t o T h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t  sh ou ld u se  t h e  l e g isl a t i v e  c on se n t  p r oc e ss t o T h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r l i a me n t  sh ou ld u se  t h e  l e g isl a t i v e  c on se n t  p r oc e ss t o 

h i g h l i g h t  t h e  imp a c t  ot h e r  issu e s t h a t  wil l  a f f e c t  v u l n e r a b l e  c h i ldr e n  a n d h i g h l i g h t  t h e  imp a c t  ot h e r  issu e s t h a t  wil l  a f f e c t  v u l n e r a b l e  c h i ldr e n  a n d h i g h l i g h t  t h e  imp a c t  ot h e r  issu e s t h a t  wil l  a f f e c t  v u l n e r a b l e  c h i ldr e n  a n d h i g h l i g h t  t h e  imp a c t  ot h e r  issu e s t h a t  wil l  a f f e c t  v u l n e r a b l e  c h i ldr e n  a n d 

f a mi l i e s i n  Sc ot l a n d, su c hf a mi l i e s i n  Sc ot l a n d, su c hf a mi l i e s i n  Sc ot l a n d, su c hf a mi l i e s i n  Sc ot l a n d, su c h  a s c h a n g e s t o h ou si n g  b e n e f i t . a s c h a n g e s t o h ou si n g  b e n e f i t . a s c h a n g e s t o h ou si n g  b e n e f i t . a s c h a n g e s t o h ou si n g  b e n e f i t . 

    

Ab ou t  Ba r n a r do'sAb ou t  Ba r n a r do'sAb ou t  Ba r n a r do'sAb ou t  Ba r n a r do's    

    

Ba r n a r do's Sc ot la n d is a  n a t ion a l v olu n t a r y or g a n isa t ion  a n d wor k s dir e c t ly wit h  

mor e  t h a n  10 ,0 0 0 , c h i ldr e n , you n g  p e op le  a n d t h e i r  f a milie s in  ov e r  7 0  sp e c i a l ise d 

se r v i c e s i n  loc a l c ommu n it i e s a c r oss Sc ot la n d wh ic h  c ov e r  fost e r i n g , p a r e n t i n g , 

su b st a n c e  misu se , off e n din g , h ome le ssn e ss, a n d a b u se . Most  of  t h e  c h i ldr e n  a n d 
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f a milie s we  wor k  wit h  h a v e  some  de g r e e  of  i n t e r a c t ion  wit h  t h e  we lf a r e  syst e m, 

a n d t h is U K  le g isla t ion  will h a v e  a  p r ofou n d imp a c t  on  t h e i r  liv e s.     

1)  1)  1)  1)  Fi n a n c i a l  imp a c t  on  se r v i c e s Fi n a n c i a l  imp a c t  on  se r v i c e s Fi n a n c i a l  imp a c t  on  se r v i c e s Fi n a n c i a l  imp a c t  on  se r v i c e s i n  Sc ot l a n di n  Sc ot l a n di n  Sc ot l a n di n  Sc ot l a n d    

T h e  U K  We lf a r e  R e for m Bill is p a r t  of  a  p a c k a g e  of  me a su r e s, in c lu din g  t h e  

c on solida t ion  of  e mp loya b ili t y sc h e me s in  t h e  Wor k  Pr og r a mme , de sig n e d t o 

t r a n sfor m t h e  U K  we lf a r e  syst e m a n d e n c ou r a g e  p e op le  i n t o wor k . T h e  2 0 10  U K  

Sp e n din g  R e v i e w e st ima t e d t h a t  t h e se  c h a n g e s will r e su lt  i n  a  £ 18 b i llion  r e du c t ion  

i n  D WP sp e n din g , wit h  some  £ 2  b i llion  of  t h is e x p e c t e d t o c ome  f r om Sc ot la n d. 

Wh ilst , a s i n dic a t e d a b ov e , Ba r n a r do’s Sc ot la n d is b r oa dly su p p or t i v e  of  ma n y of  

t h e  p r i n c i p le s of  t h e  r e for m p r og r a mme , we  a r e  c on c e r n e d t h a t  t h e  sp e e d of  t h e  

t r a n sfor ma t ion  a n d de p t h  of  t h e  e x p e c t e d sa v i n g  c ou ld le a d t o a  r a n g e  of  

u n i n t e n de d c on se q u e n c e s a n d t r a n sf e r r e d c ost s. Wh ile  t h e  sp e c i f i c  p r ov ision s of 

t h e  U K  Bill de a l wit h  r e se r v e d ma t t e r s, t h e  p ot e n t i a l imp a c t s of  t h e  Bill  will b e  f e l t  

i n  de v olv e d a r e a s su c h  h ou sin g , soc ia l wor k , h e a lt h , e du c a t ion  a n d c h i ldc a r e , a s 

we ll a s h a v i n g  a  ma jor  imp a c t  on  t h e  a c h ie v e me n t  of  t h e  Sc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t ’s 

n a t ion a l  ou t c ome s, in c lu din g  t a c k li n g  i n e q u a li t y, imp r ov in g  t h e  li f e  c h a n c e s for  

c h i ldr e n , you n g  p e op le  a n d f a milie s a t  r isk  a n d e n su r i n g  c h i ldr e n  h a v e  t h e  b e st  

p ossib le  st a r t  i n  li f e .  

For  e x a mp le , you n g  p e op le  a g e d 16 -17  a r e  c u r r e n t ly e n t i t le d t o c la im J ob  Se e k e r ’s 

Allowa n c e  ( J SA)  in  c ir c u mst a n c e s wh e r e  t h e y wou ld ot h e r wise  f a c e  se v e r e  

h a r dsh ip . T h e  We lf a r e  R e for m Bill doe s n ot  c u r r e n t ly in c lu de  p r ov ision s t h a t  

wou ld c on t i n u e  t h is e n t i t le me n t  ( t h e  b a sic  c on dit ion s for  c la imin g  U n i v e r sa l 

Cr e dit  i n c lu de  b e i n g  ov e r  18  ye a r s old a n d n ot  r e c e iv i n g  e du c a t ion ) .  Wh ile  

a ssu r a n c e s h a v e  b e e n  ma de  b y t h e  U K  G ov e r n me n t  t h a t  i t  a ims t o c on t i n u e  t h is 

su p p or t  t o 16  a n d 17  ye a r  olds u n de r  t h e  n e w syst e m, if  i t  b e c ome s mor e  dif f i c u lt  

for  t h e se  v u ln e r a b le  you n g  p e op le  t o a c c e ss U n i v e r sa l Cr e dit , t h e  p ot e n t i a l 

i n c r e a se  i n  you t h  h ome le ssn e ss a n d de st it u t ion  is li k e ly t o h a v e  a  k n oc k -on  e f f e c t  

on  Loc a l Au t h or it y se r v i c e s.  

A simila r  issu e  ma y a r ise  a mon g  se p a r a t e d p a r e n t s wit h  c h i ldc a r e  r e sp on sib ili t i e s 

followin g  t h e  c h a n g e s t o t h e  c h i ld ma in t e n a n c e  syst e m p r op ose d in  t h e  U K  Bill.  

R e c e n t  r e se a r c h  c a r r i e d ou t  b y G i n g e r b r e a d U K  i n di c a t e d t h a t  a lmost  h a lf  of  sin g le  

p a r e n t s p olle d sa y t h e y c ou ld n ot  a f for d t o p a y t h e  a p p li c a t ion  f e e s p r op ose d in  t h e  

U K  We lf a r e  R e for m Bill t o a c c e ss t h e  r e p la c e me n t  for  t h e  Ch ild Su p p or t  Ag e n c y, 

a n d n e a r ly t h r e e -q u a r t e r s of  t h e se  sa y t h e y wou ld t h e n  h a v e  t o g o wit h ou t  c h ild 

ma in t e n a n c e  a s t h e y c ou ld n ot  se t  u p  p r iv a t e  a r r a n g e me n t s. Ag a i n , t h is c ou ld 

c r e a t e  sig n i f i c a n t  t r a n sf e r r e d b u r de n s on  Sc ot t ish  Loc a l Au t h or it i e s a s f a milie s 

slip  i n t o c r isis. 

The Scottish Government should assess the financial impacts of the UK The Scottish Government should assess the financial impacts of the UK The Scottish Government should assess the financial impacts of the UK The Scottish Government should assess the financial impacts of the UK 

W elfare R eform W elfare R eform W elfare R eform W elfare R eform BBBBill on services funded b y  the Scottish Parliament. There ill on services funded b y  the Scottish Parliament. There ill on services funded b y  the Scottish Parliament. There ill on services funded b y  the Scottish Parliament. There 

needs to b e a particular focus on potential unintended conseq uences and needs to b e a particular focus on potential unintended conseq uences and needs to b e a particular focus on potential unintended conseq uences and needs to b e a particular focus on potential unintended conseq uences and 

b urdens that w ill b urdens that w ill b urdens that w ill b urdens that w ill b e transferred as current statutory  provision is w ithdraw n. b e transferred as current statutory  provision is w ithdraw n. b e transferred as current statutory  provision is w ithdraw n. b e transferred as current statutory  provision is w ithdraw n. 

The Government should then investig ate the support req uired b y  Scottish The Government should then investig ate the support req uired b y  Scottish The Government should then investig ate the support req uired b y  Scottish The Government should then investig ate the support req uired b y  Scottish 

L ocal A uthoritiesL ocal A uthoritiesL ocal A uthoritiesL ocal A uthorities and pub lic ag encies to deal w ith any  additional b urdens  and pub lic ag encies to deal w ith any  additional b urdens  and pub lic ag encies to deal w ith any  additional b urdens  and pub lic ag encies to deal w ith any  additional b urdens 

created b y  the Bill.created b y  the Bill.created b y  the Bill.created b y  the Bill.    
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2 )  2 )  2 )  2 )  Addr e ssi n g  t h e  di f f e r e n t  pAddr e ssi n g  t h e  di f f e r e n t  pAddr e ssi n g  t h e  di f f e r e n t  pAddr e ssi n g  t h e  di f f e r e n t  p ol i c y a n d l e g isl a t i v e  c on t e x t  for  we l f a r e  r e for m i n  ol i c y a n d l e g isl a t i v e  c on t e x t  for  we l f a r e  r e for m i n  ol i c y a n d l e g isl a t i v e  c on t e x t  for  we l f a r e  r e for m i n  ol i c y a n d l e g isl a t i v e  c on t e x t  for  we l f a r e  r e for m i n  

Sc ot l a n dSc ot l a n dSc ot l a n dSc ot l a n d    

We  a r e  a lso c on c e r n e d t h a t  t h e  U K  l e g isla t ion  doe s n ot , c u r r e n t ly, a lwa ys t a k e  i n t o 

a c c ou n t  t h e  dif f e r e n t     p olic y a n d le g isla t iv e  c on t e x t  i n  Sc ot la n d. We  h a v e  wor k e d 

wit h  Ac t ion  for  Ch ildr e n , Ch ildr e n  1
st
, O n e  Pa r e n t  Fa milie s Sc ot la n d a n d Sc ot t ish  

Wome n ’s Aid t o h i g h li g h t  t h e  la c k  of  c on side r a t ion  t h a t  h a s b e e n  g i v e n  t o t h e  

dif f e r e n c e s i n  Sc ot t ish  Fa mily La w, a n d t h e  r e la t iv e  a v a ila b i l i t y a n d st r u c t u r e  of  

f a mily me dia t ion  se r v i c e s. I n  ot h e r  a r e a s, su c h  a s t h e  p ot e n t i a l i n c lu sion  of  c ou n c i l 

t a x  b e n e f i t  i n  U n i v e r sa l Cr e dit , or  e li g ib i lit y c r i t e r i a  for  f r e e  sc h ool me a ls, 

c on side r a t ion  doe s n ot  se e m t o h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  t o t h e  f a c t  t h a t  de v olu t ion  ma y 

le a d t o t h e  r e p la c e me n t  of  c ou n c i l t a x  wit h  n e w for ms of loc a l t a x a t ion  or  t h e  

dif f e r e n t  p olic i e s a r ou n d f r e e  sc h ool me a l e li g i b i li t y.  

T h e r e  is a lso c on f u sion  a b ou t  t h e  r e la t ion sh ip  b e t we e n  t h e  n e w Ch ild Pov e r t y a n d 

Soc ia l Mob ili t y Commission  (wh i c h  r e p la c e s t h e  Ch ild Pov e r t y Commission )  a n d 

Sc ot t ish  Min ist e r s. I t  is st ill n ot  c le a r  h ow f a r  Sc ot t ish  Min ist e r s will b e  c on su lt e d 

b y t h e  U K  Se c r e t a r y of  St a t e  i n  ma k in g  a p p oin t me n t s t o t h e  Commission , a n d wh a t  

le v e l of  sc r u t i n y t h e  Commission  wit h  h a v e  of  t h e  Sc ot t ish  Ch ild Pov e r t y St r a t e g y. 

Ma n y of  t h e  de t a i ls of  t h e  U K  Bill will b e  a lso b e  de a lt  wit h  t h r ou g h  se c on da r y 

le g isla t ion . Wh ile  Ba r n a r do’s h a s we lc ome d t h e  U K  G ov e r n me n t ’s a me n dme n t  t o 

e n su r e  t h a t  r e g u la t ion s on  k e y a r e a s of  t h e  Bill will b e  su b je c t  t o t h e  a f f i r ma t iv e  

p r oc e du r e  i n  We st min st e r , i t  is n ot  c le a r  h ow mu c h  op p or t u n i t y t h e r e  will b e  for  

i n p u t  f r om t h e  Sc ot t ish  Pa r li a me n t  or  t h e  Sc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  t o t h e se  p r oc e sse s. 

We  t h e r e for e  b e li e v e  mu c h  mor e  de t a i l sh ou ld b e  on  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  Bill t o ma x imise  

t h e  op p or t u n i t y for  de b a t e  a n d disc u ssion  i n  b ot h  We st min st e r  a n d H olyr ood. 

Therefore, Barnardo’sTherefore, Barnardo’sTherefore, Barnardo’sTherefore, Barnardo’s Scotland Scotland Scotland Scotland    is calling  is calling  is calling  is calling  for the Scottish Parliament to come for the Scottish Parliament to come for the Scottish Parliament to come for the Scottish Parliament to come 

tog ether on a cross party  b asis to w ork  w ith W estminster to mak e sure thattog ether on a cross party  b asis to w ork  w ith W estminster to mak e sure thattog ether on a cross party  b asis to w ork  w ith W estminster to mak e sure thattog ether on a cross party  b asis to w ork  w ith W estminster to mak e sure that    

more details on the proposals  are put on the face of the more details on the proposals  are put on the face of the more details on the proposals  are put on the face of the more details on the proposals  are put on the face of the BBBBill and thatill and thatill and thatill and that th th th the e e e BBBBill ill ill ill 

tak estak estak estak es full  full  full  full  account of the different policy  and  account of the different policy  and  account of the different policy  and  account of the different policy  and leg islativeleg islativeleg islativeleg islative contex t in Scotland contex t in Scotland contex t in Scotland contex t in Scotland.... 

3 )  3 )  3 )  3 )  Powe r s a n d r e sp on si b i l i t i e s Powe r s a n d r e sp on si b i l i t i e s Powe r s a n d r e sp on si b i l i t i e s Powe r s a n d r e sp on si b i l i t i e s t r a n sf e r r e dt r a n sf e r r e dt r a n sf e r r e dt r a n sf e r r e d t o Sc ot l a n d t o Sc ot l a n d t o Sc ot l a n d t o Sc ot l a n d    

T h e  U K  Bill will ma k e  ma jor  c h a n g e s t o t h e  soc ia l f u n d. Some  a sp e c t s will b e  

a b sor b e d in t o U n i v e r sa l  Cr e dit  a n d ot h e r  a sp e c t s, su c h  a s Commu n it y c a r e  g r a n t s 

a n d ot h e r  t yp e s of  c r isis loa n , t r a n sf e r r e d t o Loc a l Au t h or it ie s i n  E n g la n d a n d t h e  

Sc ot t ish  Pa r li a me n t  a n d We lsh  Asse mb ly..  Sc ot la n d is st ill c on su lt i n g  on  t h e  c or e  

p r i n c i p le s of  t h e  de liv e r y of  t h e  n e w syst e m, a n d we  a r e  c on c e r n e d t h a t  t h e r e  is a  

v e r y t ig h t  t ime t a b le  for  de liv e r y of  t h e  n e w sc h e me  b y Ap r i l 2 0 13 , wh e n  t h e  

c u r r e n t  D WP sc h e me  will e n d. T h e  r e p la c e me n t  of  J SA b y U n iv e r sa l Cr e dit  will a lso 

me a n  t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  for  a c c e ssin g  Sc ot t ish  c on c e ssion a r y b e n e f i t  sc h e me s a n d 

b e n e f i t  sc h e me s su c h  a s f r e e  sc h ool me a ls, t h e  e n e r g y a ssist a n c e  p a c k a g e  a n d 

sc h ool c lot h i n g  g r a n t s will a lso h a v e  t o c h a n g e . Wh ile  t h e r e  a r e  c le a r ly 

op p or t u n i t ie s t o t a k e  a dv a n t a g e  of  t h e se  c h a n g e s t o de liv e r  c le a r e r  a n d mor e  

c on sist e n t  sc h e me s t h a t  a r e  mor e  e f f e c t i v e ly t a r g e t e d a t  t h ose  i n  n e e d, t ime sc a le s 

a r e  a g a i n  t i g h t  for  t h e  swit c h  ov e r . 

Barnardo’s Scotland therefore urg esBarnardo’s Scotland therefore urg esBarnardo’s Scotland therefore urg esBarnardo’s Scotland therefore urg es the Scottish Government  the Scottish Government  the Scottish Government  the Scottish Government totototo    tak e steps totak e steps totak e steps totak e steps to    

enenenensure that sure that sure that sure that all aspects of the all aspects of the all aspects of the all aspects of the new  sy stems new  sy stems new  sy stems new  sy stems req uired as a result oreq uired as a result oreq uired as a result oreq uired as a result of tf tf tf the he he he 

devolution of responsib ilities such as the Social Fdevolution of responsib ilities such as the Social Fdevolution of responsib ilities such as the Social Fdevolution of responsib ilities such as the Social F und and replacement of J SA  und and replacement of J SA  und and replacement of J SA  und and replacement of J SA  
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are are are are in place b y  2 0 1 3 ,  and that these new  sy stems ain place b y  2 0 1 3 ,  and that these new  sy stems ain place b y  2 0 1 3 ,  and that these new  sy stems ain place b y  2 0 1 3 ,  and that these new  sy stems are clear, accessib le and link  re clear, accessib le and link  re clear, accessib le and link  re clear, accessib le and link  

w ew ew ew ell to UK sy stems.ll to UK sy stems.ll to UK sy stems.ll to UK sy stems.    

4)  U K4)  U K4)  U K4)  U K ----wide  cwide  cwide  cwide  c h a n g e s t o h ou si n g  b e n e f i th a n g e s t o h ou si n g  b e n e f i th a n g e s t o h ou si n g  b e n e f i th a n g e s t o h ou si n g  b e n e f i t     

A U K -wide  issu e  of  p a r t i c u l a r  r e le v a n c e  t o Sc ot t ish  Loc a l Au t h or it ie s a n d H ou sin g  

Assoc ia t ion s is t h e  p r op ose d c h a n g e  t o t h e  h ou sin g  b e n e f i t  syst e m. T h e  U K  

G ov e r n me n t  h a s i n dic a t e d it  p la n s t o in t r odu c e , t h r ou g h  r e g u la t ion s c u t s t o t h e  

a mou n t  of  b e n e f i t  t h a t  wor k in g -a g e  t e n a n t s c a n  r e c e i v e  i f  t h e y a r e  de e me d t o h a v e  

a  sp a r e  b e dr oom in  t h e i r  c ou n c i l or  h ou sin g  a ssoc ia t ion  h ome . U n de r  t h e  n e w siz e  

c r i t e r i a , a n y h ou se h old de e me d t o b e  ‘u n de r -oc c u p yin g ’ t h e i r  h ome  b y on e  

b e dr oom st a n ds t o lose  13 %  of  t h e ir  h ou sin g  b e n e f i t  a n d t h ose  ‘u n de r -oc c u p yin g ’ b y 

t wo or  mor e  b e dr ooms will lose  2 3 % . 

 

I f  fost e r  c a r e r s a r e  n ot  e x e mp t e d f r om t h e  u n de r -oc c u p a n c y r u le s, we  a r e  

c on c e r n e d t h a t  t h e y c ou ld b e  for c e d t o g i v e  u p  t h e ir  r ole s.  Pr osp e c t iv e  fost e r  

c a r e r s ma y a lso b e  disc ou r a g e d.  T h is is of g r e a t  c on c e r n  wh e n  t h e r e  is a  n a t ion a l 

sh or t a g e  of  fost e r  c a r e r s wit h  a n  e st ima t e d a ddit ion a l 1,7 0 0  fost e r  f a milie s n e e de d 

a c r oss Sc ot la n d. I f  fost e r  c a r e r s a r e  for c e d t o g i v e  u p  c a r i n g  a n d mov e  t o sma lle r  

a c c ommoda t ion , we  a r e  c on c e r n e d t h a t  t h is c ou ld le a d t o soc ia l wor k e r s b e i n g  

u n a b le  t o p l a c e  c h i ldr e n  i n  a n  e me r g e n c y.  Sp a r e  c a p a c i t y in  t h e  syst e m is 

n e c e ssa r y, a s ma n y fost e r  c a r e r s a r e  sh or t -t e r m c a r e r s, wh o look  a f t e r  some  of t h e  

most  v u ln e r a b le  c h i ldr e n  – for  e x a mp le , c h i ldr e n  wh o h a v e  b e e n  a b u se d.   

 

T h e  u n de r -oc c u p a n c y r u le s, a s t h e y a r e  c u r r e n t ly se t  ou t , will c r e a t e  simila r  

dif f i c u lt i e s for  ma n y p a r e n t s of  disa b le d c h i ldr e n  wh o li v e  i n  soc ia l  h ou sin g .  

Fa milie s wit h  disa b le d c h i ldr e n  ma y n e e d e x t r a  r ooms for  a  v a r i e t y of  r e a son s – 

p e r h a p s for  a  c a r e r  t o st a y in , or  i t  ma y b e  t h a t  i t  is n ot  p ossib le  for  sib li n g s t o 

sh a r e  a  r oom, a n d ma n y fa milie s h a v e  sp e c i a lly a da p t e d h ome s.  I t  wou ld n e i t h e r  b e  

c ost  e f f e c t i v e  for  t h e  st a t e  n or  t h e  f a milie s i n v olv e d for  t h e m t o h a v e  t o mov e  i n t o a  

sma lle r  p r op e r t y a n d g o t h r ou g h  t h e  p r oc e ss of  a p p lyin g  for  a  D isa b le d Fa c i li t ie s 

G r a n t , wh ic h  we  a r e  a wa r e  c a n  t a k e  ye a r s t o c omp le t e  a n d c a n  b e  e x t r e me ly 

st r e ssfu l for  f a milie s.  

 

W e are therefore urg ing  the UK Government to ex empt foster carers and W e are therefore urg ing  the UK Government to ex empt foster carers and W e are therefore urg ing  the UK Government to ex empt foster carers and W e are therefore urg ing  the UK Government to ex empt foster carers and 

parents of disab led children from thparents of disab led children from thparents of disab led children from thparents of disab led children from theeee proposed proposed proposed proposed under under under under----occupancy  rules, and occupancy  rules, and occupancy  rules, and occupancy  rules, and 

w ould hope this point w ould b e raised in the Scottish w ould hope this point w ould b e raised in the Scottish w ould hope this point w ould b e raised in the Scottish w ould hope this point w ould b e raised in the Scottish PPPParliament during  the arliament during  the arliament during  the arliament during  the 

consideration of the L eg islative C onsent M otion.consideration of the L eg islative C onsent M otion.consideration of the L eg islative C onsent M otion.consideration of the L eg islative C onsent M otion.    

 

Con c l u sionCon c l u sionCon c l u sionCon c l u sion     

    

T h e  We lf a r e  R e for m Bill is a n  e x t r e me ly wide -r a n g i n g  p i e c e  of le g isla t ion , wh ic h  

will h a v e  p r ofou n d imp lic a t ion s for  c h i ldr e n  a n d f a milie s a c r oss t h e  U K . T h e  

Sc ot t ish  Pa r li a me n t  a n d Sc ot t ish  G ov e r n me n t  mu st  a c t  t o p r ot e c t  t h e  i n t e r e st s of  

v u l n e r a b le  c h i ldr e n  a n d f a milie s i n  Sc ot la n d, a n d e n su r e  t h a t  t h e  imp a c t s of  t h e  

t r a n sit ion  t o n e w syst e ms a r e  min imise d.   

 

For  mor e  de t a i ls a b ou t  t h e  issu e s r a ise d in  t h is b r i e f i n g , or  for  f u r t h e r  i n for ma t ion  

on  Ba r n a r do’s wor k  on  t h e  We lf a r e  R e for m Bill a t  We st min st e r , p le a se  c on t a c t : 

 

Ma r k  Ba lla r d, H e a d of  Polic y, Ba r n a r do’s Sc ot la n d 

ma r k .b a lla r d@ b a r n a r dos.or g .u k  /  T e l 0 7 5 8 4 3 47  2 8 9  


