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H o u si n g  B r i e f i n g  H o u si n g  B r i e f i n g  H o u si n g  B r i e f i n g  H o u si n g  B r i e f i n g  ––––        

Too many young people are being setToo many young people are being setToo many young people are being setToo many young people are being set----up to failup to failup to failup to fail    
 

B ar n ar d o ’s S c o tlan d  r u n s a n u m b e r  o f  p r o je c ts w h i c h  su p p o r ts v u ln e r ab le  

y o u n g  p e o p le  i n to  an d  r e m ain i n g  i n  h o u sin g .  

 

M an y  o f  th e  y o u n g  p e o p le  w e  w o r k  w ith  ar e  v u ln e r ab le  d u e  to  ag e  an d  

c i r c u m stan c e s an d  m an y  ar e  f r o m  d isad v an tag e d  b ac k g r o u n d s.  

 

M an y  y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o  ar e  at r isk  o f  h o m e le ssn e ss d o  n o t h av e  a fam ily  

su p p o r t n e tw o r k  an d  ar e  at a h i g h e r  r isk  o f  su f f e r i n g  f r o m  tw o  o r  m o r e  

issu e s, i n c lu d i n g  d r u g s, ab u se , u n e m p lo y m e n t, p o o r  m e n tal h e alth , p o o r  

p h y sic al h e alth , b e i n g  i n v o lv e d  i n  th e  c r im i n al ju stic e  sy ste m , an d  b e i n g  

th e  v i c tim s o f  d o m e stic  v i o le n c e .  

 

S e tti n gS e tti n gS e tti n gS e tti n g ----u p  to  F ai lu p  to  F ai lu p  to  F ai lu p  to  F ai l     

 

L o c al au th o r itie s p r o v i d e  se v e r al h o u sin g  o p tio n s f o r  y o u n g  p e o p le , w h i c h  

ar e  e ith e r  su p p o r te d  ac c o m m o d atio n  u n its w ith  2 4  h o u r  staff  o n  d u ty , 

te m p o r ar y  f u r n ish e d  ac c o m m o d atio n  f o r  e m e r g e n c i e s an d  a p e r m an e n t 

te n an c y .  S u p p o r te d  an d  f u r n ish e d  ac c o m m o d atio n  is a c o stly  af fair  an d  

y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o  ar e  w o r k i n g  o r  o n  tr ain i n g  c o u r se s f i n d  it d i f f i c u lt to  

k e e p  u p  th e  p ay m e n ts d u e  to  th e  c o st.  G o o d  su p p o r te d  ac c o m m o d atio n  

d o e s h e lp  b r i d g e  th e  g ap  b e tw e e n  c r isis h o m e le ss an d  b e i n g  ab le  to  le ar n  

th e  sk ills r e q u ir e d  to  m an ag e  a te n an c y , b u t p lac e s ar e  li m ite d  an d  n o t all 

y o u n g  p e o p le  w i ll b e  o f f e r e d  th is o p tio n  

 

 P e r m an e n t ac c o m m o d atio n  th at is p r o v id e d  is n o t f u r n ish e d , an d  it is a 

r e al d i f f i c u lty  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p le  to  tr y  an d  f u r n ish  th is to  an  ac c e p tab le  

stan d ar d . M o st y o u n g  p e o p le  d o  n o t h av e  th e  f u n d s av ailab le  to  b u y  

f u r n itu r e  an d  h o u se h o ld  g o o d s to  f u r n ish  th e i r  ac c o m m o d atio n  an d  m o st 

ar e  n o t i n  a p o sitio n  to  r e ly  o n  fam ily  to  h e lp  su p p o r t th e m  

 

P u ttin g  a y o u n g  p e r so n , e sp e c ially  o n e  f r o m  a v u ln e r ab le  b ac k g r o u n d , 

i n to  ac c o m m o d atio n  w h e r e  th e r e  is n o  f u r n ish i n g  o r  h o u se h o ld  g o o d s is 

se ttin g  th e m  u p  to  fail.  

 

F r o m  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  th o se  th at w e  w o r k  w ith , it is alm o st im p o ssib le  to  

e stab lish  a stab le  an d  h e alth y  li v i n g  e n v ir o n m e n t i n  an  e m p ty  f lat.  

 

With o u t r e g u lar  h o u se h o ld  ite m s an d  f u r n itu r e  th o se  li v i n g , o r  

atte m p tin g  to  li v e  i n , an  u n f u r n ish e d  p r o p e r ty  f e e l little  p r i d e  o r  r e sp e c t 

f o r  it. Th e y  d o  n o t se e  it as a ‘h o m e ’, w h i c h  c an  le ad  to  th e  ac c o m m o d atio n  
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b e i n g  ab an d o n e d . We  h av e  also  h e ar d  o f  r e sid e n ts allo w i n g  an ti-so c ial 

b e h av io u r  i n  th e  ac c o m m o d atio n  as th e y  se e  it as le ss o f  a h o m e  an d  m o r e  

o f  a p u b li c  p lac e  f o r  g ath e r i n g s.  

 

Co u n c ils c an  o f f e r  f u r n ish e d  h o u sin g  to  y o u n g  p e o p le , h o w e v e r , th e  v ast 

m ajo r ity  o f  th is h o u sin g  sto c k  is te m p o r ar y  h o u sin g  an d  th e  p e r so n  is 

th e n  m o v e d  o n  to  p e r m an e n t, u n f u r n ish e d , ac c o m m o d atio n .  

 

B ar n ar d o 's S c o tlan d  also  h as a g r e at d e al o f  c o n c e r n  w ith  r e g ar d s to  th e  

q u ality  an d  lo c atio n  o f  h o u sin g  sto c k  o f f e r e d  to  v u ln e r ab le  an d  

d isad v an tag e d  y o u n g  p e o p le .  

 

M an y  y o u n g  p e o p le  ar e  o f f e r e d  ac c o m m o d atio n  i n  u n fam iliar  ar e as far  

r e m o v e d  f r o m  th e i r  so c ial an d  fam ily  su p p o r t n e tw o r k s. Th e se  ar e  

v u ln e r ab le  y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o  r e ly  o n  th e se  su p p o r t n e tw o r k s. Th e y  h av e  

o fte n  ap p lie d  as e m e r g e n c y  h o m e le ss ap p li c an ts, an d  th e r e f o r e  h av e  n o  

c h o i c e  i n  w h e r e  th e y  ar e  g iv e n  ac c o m m o d atio n . Th e se  v u ln e r ab le  p e o p le  

c an  b e  e x p o se d  an d  b e  su sc e p tib le  to  a n u m b e r  o f  p r o b le m s su c h  as c r i m e , 

d r u g s an d  an tiso c ial b e h av io u r  w ith o u t b e i n g  ab le  to  r e ly  o n  th e i r  

n e tw o r k s.  

    

Co m m u n i ty  Car e  G r an tCo m m u n i ty  Car e  G r an tCo m m u n i ty  Car e  G r an tCo m m u n i ty  Car e  G r an t    

 

Th o se  w ith  li m ite d  f u n d s m o v i n g  i n to  an  u n f u r n ish e d  h o m e  c an  ap p ly  f o r  

th e  Co m m u n ity  Car e  G r an t to  h e lp  th e m  w ith  th e  c o sts o f  se ttin g  u p  

h o m e . 

 

Th e r e  ar e , h o w e v e r , a n u m b e r  o f  issu e s th at B ar n ar d o 's h as w ith  th e  

c u r r e n t ad m i n istr atio n  an d  w o r k i n g  o f  th e  Co m m u n ity  Car e  G r an t.  

 

• Waiti n g  to o  l o n g  Waiti n g  to o  l o n g  Waiti n g  to o  l o n g  Waiti n g  to o  l o n g  –––– A p p li c an ts c an  n o t ap p ly  f o r  th e  Co m m u n ity  Car e  

G r an t u n til th e y  h av e  su c c e ssf u lly  r e c e iv e d  th e i r  ac c o m m o d atio n . Th is 

le ad s to  a sig n i f i c an t w ait f o r  f u n d s d u r i n g  w h i c h  tim e  th e  y o u n g  

p e r so n  h as to  li v e  i n  an  e m p ty  f lat. 

 

• To o  m an y  r e j e c ti o n s To o  m an y  r e j e c ti o n s To o  m an y  r e j e c ti o n s To o  m an y  r e j e c ti o n s –––– F r o m  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  w o r k i n g  w ith  y o u n g  

p e o p le  th e r e  is an  e m e r g i n g  p atte r n  th at m o r e  an d  m o r e  ap p lic atio n s 

ar e  b e i n g  r e je c te d . M an y  o f  th e se  h av e  b e e n  su c c e ssf u l o n  ap p e al, 

w h i c h  w o u ld  i n d i c ate  th at p r o p e r  c ar e  an d  c o n sid e r atio n  to  f i r st 

ap p li c atio n s is n o t b e e n  g iv e n . Th e r e  ar e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n c e r n s w ith  th is 

p atte r n , f i r stly , th at p e o p le  ar e  w aitin g  lo n g e r  f o r  th e ir  g r an ts, w h i c h  

m e an s th e i r  ac c o m m o d atio n  r e m ain s u n f u r n ish e d . S e c o n d ly , th o se  

th at d o  n o t ap p e al w ill n o t g e t th e  f u n d s n e e d e d  to  f u r n ish  th e ir  f lat, 
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b u t th e y  ar e  li k e ly  to  h av e  b e e n  su c c e ssf u l i f  th e y  h ad  ap p e ale d . I n  

m an y  o f  th e se  c ase s th is se ts th at y o u n g  p e r so n  o n  th e  r o u te  to  failu r e .  

 

• N o t e n o u g hN o t e n o u g hN o t e n o u g hN o t e n o u g h  – We  ar e  also  c o n c e r n e d  th at th e  am o u n ts b e e n  aw ar d e d  

to  y o u n g  p e o p le  ar e  b e c o m i n g  sm alle r  an d  sm alle r , m ak in g  it m o r e  

d i f f i c u lt f o r  th o se  w ith  g r an ts to  su f f i c i e n tly  f u r n ish  th e i r  h o m e s.   

 

• N o  saf e g u ar d  m e c h an ism s N o  saf e g u ar d  m e c h an ism s N o  saf e g u ar d  m e c h an ism s N o  saf e g u ar d  m e c h an ism s – A p p li c an ts r e c e iv e  aw ar d s f r o m  th e  g r an t 

sc h e m e  as a c h e q u e . F o r  m an y  v u ln e r ab le  y o u n g  p e o p le  m o v i n g  i n to  

ac c o m m o d atio n  f o r  th e  f i r st tim e  th e y  ar e  n o t alw ay s r e ad y  o r  i n  a 

p o sitio n  to  u n d e r stan d  h o u se h o ld  n e e d s an d  b u d g e tin g . B ar n ar d o 's 

h as h e ar d  o f  c ase s w h e r e  m o n e y  g i v e n  th r o u g h  th e  g r an t h asn ’t alw ay s 

b e e n  sp e n t o n  f u r n ish i n g s. Y o u n g  p e o p le  le av in g  c ar e  ar e  aw ar d e d  a 

S e c tio n  2 9  g r an t, w h i c h  th e y  u se  to  su p p o r t th e m  i n  se ttin g  u p  a h o m e . 

Th is g r an t is a su p e r v ise d -sp e n d  an d  h e lp s su p p o r t th e  y o u n g  p e r so n  

to  sp e n d  th e  m o n e y  o n  n e c e ssitie s. B ar n ar d o 's is n o t n e c e ssar ily  

p r o p o sin g  th at th e  Co m m u n ity  Car e  G r an t b e  ad m i n iste r e d  i n  th e  sam e  

w ay  as th e  S e c tio n  2 9  g r an t, b u t th at G o v e r n m e n t sh o u ld  g i v e  so m e  

c o n sid e r atio n  to  safe g u ar d i n g  an d  p r o v i d i n g  th e  r i g h t su p p o r t f o r  

y o u n g  p e o p le  aw ar d e d  g r an ts.  

 

Co m m u n i ty  Car e  G r an t an d  We l far e  R e f o r mCo m m u n i ty  Car e  G r an t an d  We l far e  R e f o r mCo m m u n i ty  Car e  G r an t an d  We l far e  R e f o r mCo m m u n i ty  Car e  G r an t an d  We l far e  R e f o r m     

 

Co m m u n ity  c ar e  g r an ts an d  o th e r  ty p e s o f  c r isis lo an  w i ll b e  d e v o lv e d  to  

S c o tlan d  u n d e r  th e  U K  G o v e r n m e n t’s p r o p o se d  We lfar e  R e f o r m  B i ll. 

With in  th e  d e v o lv e d  b u d g e t, th e  S c o ttish  G o v e r n m e n t m ay  r e d e sig n  th e  

sy ste m  as it c h o o se s. 

 

With  r e g ar d s to  th e  Co m m u n ity  Car e  G r an t B ar n ar d o 's w o u ld  li k e  to  se e  

f o llo w i n g : 

 

1 . Th e  Co m m u n ity  Car e  G r an t to  b e  r e p lac e d  w ith  a sim i lar  g r an t th at 

su p p o r ts p e o p le  se ttin g  u p  an d  stay in g  i n  h o m e s.  

2 . Th e  sy ste m  sh o u ld  allo w  ap p li c an ts to  ap p ly  f o r  th e  g r an t p r i o r  to  

se c u r i n g  ac c o m m o d atio n . S u c c e ssf u l ap p li c an ts w o u ld  r e c e i v e  th e i r  

g r an t o n  r e c e i p t o f  th e  k e y s to  th e ir  ac c o m m o d atio n  to  e n su r e  n o  

w aitin g  tim e . 

3 . Th e  ap p li c atio n  an d  ap p r o v als p r o c e ss f o r  th e  n e w  g r an t sc h e m e  

sh o u ld  e n su r e  th at ap p li c an ts ar e  n o t u n n e c e ssar ily  r e je c te d  o r  

sy ste m atic ally  f o r c e d  to  g o  d o w n  th e  r o u te  o f  ap p e al.  

4 . R u le s an d  c r ite r ia sh o u ld  b e  c le ar  an d  c o n siste n tly  ap p lie d  ac r o ss 

S c o tlan d . 

5 . Th at g r an t aw ar d s ar e  o f  a su f f i c ie n t le v e l to  allo w  ap p li c an ts to  

p r o p e r ly  f u r n ish  a h o m e .  
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6 . Th at safe g u ar d  m e asu r e s f o r  g r an ts b e  c o n sid e r e d .  

 

O th e r  ac ti o n sO th e r  ac ti o n sO th e r  ac ti o n sO th e r  ac ti o n s    

 

B ar n ar d o 's S c o tlan d  w o u ld  also  lik e  to  se e : 

 

7 . Co u n c ils o f f e r  m o r e  f u lly  f u r n ish e d , p e r m an e n t ac c o m m o d atio n , at 

c u r r e n t u n f u r n ish e d  r e n tal r ate s to  e n su r e  af f o r d ab ility . Th at th e  

q u ality  o f  f u r n ish i n g  m u st b e  ap p r o p r iate  to  e n su r e  a g o o d  stan d ar d  o f  

li v i n g . 

8 . Th at m o r e  su p p o r t is p r o v i d e d  f o r  v u ln e r ab le  an d  d isad v an tag e d  y o u n g  

p e o p le  to  e n su r e  th at th e y  m ak e  a su c c e ssf u l tr an sitio n  i n to  

i n d e p e n d e n t li v i n g .  

 

F r o m  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e , v o lu n tar y  se c to r -b ase d  h o u sin g  su p p o r t se r v i c e s 

h av e  a d istin c t ad v an tag e  i n  th at th e y  b r in g  to g e th e r  m u lti-ag e n c y  

su p p o r t f o r  th e  y o u n g  p e r so n  w h o  n e e d  h e lp  m ak in g  th e  tr an sitio n  i n to  

i n d e p e n d e n t li v i n g . Th e  y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o  u se  o u r  se r v i c e  an d  o th e r s li k e  

it g e n e r ally  f e e l m o r e  c o m f o r tab le  w ith  th e  v o lu n tar y  n atu r e  o f  th e  se r v i c e  

an d  ar e  m o r e  p r e p ar e d  to  u se  it c o m p ar e d  to  th e  statu to r y  se r v i c e s 

p r o v i d e d .  

 

Th o u g h t sh o u ld  b e  g i v e n  b y  th e  S c o ttish  G o v e r n m e n t w ith  r e g ar d s to  h o w  

it c an  b e st u se  th e  v o lu n tar y  se c to r  to  e n su r e  th at v u ln e r ab le  y o u n g  

p e o p le  m ak e  th at su c c e ssf u l m o v e  i n to  th e i r  o w n  h o m e .  

 


